Necrotic skin lesions and cerebral infarction in the newborn: two case reports.
Localized skin necrosis with deeper soft tissue injury at birth is unusual and has been rarely reported in association with cerebral infarction. Two cases with forearm necrotic skin associated with injured deeper soft tissue are described in which brachial artery thrombosis was documented. Considering the possibility of disseminated thrombosis, cerebral ultrasound showed brain infarction due to unilateral middle cerebral artery thrombosis on Doppler. The origin of the embolism was identified in the inferior vena cava and umbilical and portal vein. No thrombophilia or other risk factors were identified. The various causes of the cutaneous lesions pointed to an antenatal process whose etiology and mechanisms are discussed. Localized necrotic skin lesions must be considered as part of a systemic embolic process and can lead to extensive especially cerebral ultrasound exploration.